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MORE BLANKETS RECEIVED
Gandhiji announced that several more blankets
had been received. There was also donation of some
money and a gold ring for that purpose. He had re-
ceived a telegram from Baroda informing him that
800 blankets were ready for dispatch and many more
could be sent if railway permit could be secured. He
hoped at this rate there would be enough blankets to
save the refugees from the ravages of the cold weather.
FOOD AND CLOTH SHORTAGE
He then referred to the problem of food and cloth
shortage in the country. With the advent of indepen-
dence the problems appeared to have become more
acute than before. He was unable to understand
the reason thereof. These were not the signs of inde-
pendence. Indian independence was all the more pre-
cious for the reason that their means of achieving it
had commanded universal appreciation. The fight they
gave was bloodless. Such independence should help
them to solve their problems more speedily than before.
As for food, the system of control and rationing
in his opinion was unnatural and unbusinesslike. They
had plenty of fertile land, there was enough water and
no dearth of man-power. Why should there be food
shortage under these circumstances? The public should
be educated to become self-reliant. Once they knew
that they had got to stand on their own legs, it would
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